11th Annual Reedy River Duck Derby deemed ‘biggest
and best’
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This year, as in years past, thousands of yellow ducks were released to race down the falls of Reedy River for
the sake of charities.
The difference with this year’s event, however, was the outcome.
The 11th annual Reedy River Duck Derby, held in Falls Park in May, was the most successful to date, enabling
the Greenville Evening Rotary Club to allocate $56,100 to eight charities.
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The local charities that benefited from this year’s Duck Derby are the Carolina Youth Symphony, Greenville
Area Interfaith Hospitality Network (GAIHN), Girls on the Run, Greenville Technical College (scholarship),

Habitat for Humanity of Greenville County, Mauldin Miracle League, Early Act First Knight and Shriners Hospital
Additionally, the club was able fund the replacement of the TD Amphitheater Stage in Falls Park, and donate to international charitable efforts such as a
water project in the Honduras and a sustainable agriculture project in Haiti.
Wendy Green, a spokeswoman for the Greenville Evening Rotary, said several factors helped make this year’s Duck Derby the club’s “biggest and best.”
More people know about the race, the event garnered “great publicity exposure,” and more Duck Adoption teams were out selling ducks, she said.
Last, but not least, “the weather was fantastic,” Green said. “We got a lot of people in the park and a lot more adoptions on the actual day of the event.”
Proceeds from this year’s race were about $20,000 higher than the $34,500 distributed last year. Proceeds from the race in 2010 were $20,000.
The Duck Derby is always held on the first Saturday in May, always in Falls Park.
The Rotary Club also always uses the TD Amphitheater Stage for the entertainment, Green said.
“In discussions with the city, we were telling them that we wanted to be able to do something to give back and recognize the relationship we have with
them,” Green said.
What came up, Green said, is that the city needed to upgrade the stage.
“Because the derby was so successful this year, we were able to raise enough money to finance that,” she said.
The stone and concrete base that helps make up the TD Amphitheater Stage has been in Falls Parks since it opened in 2004, according to the city’s
parks and recreation staff and The Greenville News.
The wood platform that was laid on top of the concrete deck for the Upstate Shakespeare Festival will be replaced with the money donated by the Rotary
Club, according to Leslie Fletcher, spokeswoman for the city of Greenville.
The recreation department staff estimates the cost will be around $10,000 or less, Fletcher said.
The completed upgrade will include a plaque recognizing Greenville Evening Rotary Club as the provider of the new stage, Green said.
Visit www.greenvilleeveningrotary.org (http://www.greenvilleeveningrotary.org/) or call 8649039025 for more information.
Read or Share this story: http://grnol.co/1MwqJuO
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